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FROM THE BACK COVER

The Indian Ocean Biodiversity Assessment 2000 to 2005 reviewed the
biogeography of the Seychelles islands through systematic collect-
ing of all taxonomic groups under a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Seychelles government and 87 expert taxonomists from 20
different countries. This is one of several volumes in a series of faunal
monogrpahs in which the results are documented. This volume cov-
ers the Crustacea and several low-diversity phyla including Platyhel-
minthes (flatworms), Nematoda (round worms), Nemertea (ribbon
worms), Annelida (worms), Rotifera (wheel animals) and Tardigrada
(water bears). All 237 species known to occur in the Seychelles are
represented, with distribution data and their conservation status
according to the IUCN Red List criteria (IUCN 2001). Several nomen-
clatorial changes are proposed and two new genera and seven new
species are described. This compiled volume includes contributions
from leading experts on the relevant groups and includes chapters
from scientists in Hungary, Italy, USA, Seychelles, France and Austra-
lia. The book is richly illustrated throughout with 98 photos and 175
line illustrations, which support the taxonomic keys and systematic
descriptions. The book is fully referenced throughout.

REVIEWS

No reviews as yet

FORMAT

Soft cover
160 printed pages 24 x 16 cm
98 photos, 175 line illustrations

Phylum TARDIGRADA Spallanzani, 1776

Giovanni Pilato, Oscar Lisi & Maria Grazia Binda ‘fg‘
)

\
ntroduction T )\
on dry land in substrates, lichens and soil, and are by \
atleasta water flm, i Lot
Eutardigrada and the dubious Mesotardigrada) close to annclids, onychophorans and ® =)
rihropods ~ 7
Tike nervous system. Molecular studies using 185 rRNA confirmed that they are asistr group S |
of the arthropods. I {

P & )
surpass N /)
this number ‘year. Most ? i
pecics s section refer \ /
‘mainly to them. \ /
Morphology and physiology ;g:@

The body, more or less elongate, cylindrical or, more often, flatened ventrally and
convex dorsal-laterally, is formed by three or four fused segments forming the head, and four

Fig. 2. Habitus of an the genus
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Fig. 1. Habitus of the genus
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Fig. 3. Details of the bucco-pharyngeal apparatus and of a claw of a eutardigrade
macrobiotid.
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