


Crab spider Tmarus sp. (family Thomisidae,
on plant stems and leaves, cryptic at rest
with legs held together & outstretched)

Wasp mimic crab spider Platythomisus sp.
(Thomisidae, when disturbed holds legs
laterally & vibrates them to mimic wings)

Flower crab spider Thomisus sp.
(Thomisidae, sometimes yellow or pink,
note the tiny male, usually found on flowers)

Green crab spider Diaea sp. (family
Thomisidae, in curled up leaves, male
similar colour & size, but with longer legs)

Bark crab spider (family Thomisidae,
nocturnal, on tree trunks)

Pea crab spider Thomisops sp. (family
Thomisidae, in curled up leaf with egg sac)
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Female zig-zag spider Argiope flavipalpis
(Araneidae, note thick bands of silk in web,
the exact function of which is unknown)™

Male zig-zag spider Argiope sp. (family
Araneidae, much smaller than female,
construct similar, but smaller orb webs)

Spiny orb-web spider Gasteracantha
curvispina (Araneidae, places small tufts of
silk in web, often high up in trees)

Kite spider Isoxya semiflava (family
Araneidae, smaller than Gasteracantha,
both species sit at the hub of their orb-web)

Grassland orb-web spider
(family Araneidae)

Green orb-web spider Araneus sp.
(family Araneidae, common in forests)

103




Whipscorpion Damon medius™
(Amblypygi: family Damonidae, first pair of
legs extremely long & sensory, harmless)

Vinegaroon Etienneus africanus™" (order
Uropygi: family Thelyphonidae, the only
African species, restricted to West Africa)

Hooded tick spider Ricinoides sp. (order
Ricinulei: family Ricinoididae, 8 mm, a soil
dweller of humid forests, very cryptic)

Sun spider Zeria keyserlingi (order
Solifugae: family Solpugidae, a very fast &
voracious predator found in dry areas)

Laniatore (order Opiliones: family
?Triaenonychidae, beneath rotting logs)

Harvestman (order Opiliones: family
Phalangiidae, found beneath rotting logs)
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Tick Amblyomma variegatum (order Acari:
family Ixodidae, an important vector for
various diseases of domestic livestock)

Brown dog tick Rhipicephalus sanguineus
embedded in the skin of the author (order
Acari, usually on dogs, rarely bite humans)

Velvet ground mite Dinothrombium
tinctorium (Acari: Trombidiidae, common,
but only for a few weeks after the first rains)

Giant black scorpion Pandinus gambiensis
(Scorpiones: Scorpionidae, sting painful but
not dangerous, found inland, 17 cm long!)

Red-clawed scorpion Butheoloides sp.*
(Buthidae, toxicity of venom unknown)

Fat-tailed scorpion Buthus occitanus
(Buthidae, under stones, poisonous)
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